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The Composer

Neil Simon was born in Lafayette, Louisiana in 1965. He received a degree

in Music Education from the University of Southwestern Louisiana (now the
University of Louisiana at Lafayette). Mr. Simon has been teaching bands and
orchestras for over 25 years and is also active as a professional trumpet player.
A former member of the Star of Indiana Drum and Bugle Corps, he has been
arranging music and designing drills for marching bands for over 20 years,
and his engaging and pedagogical music is the direct result of his daily work
with students in the classroom and his extensive arranging background.

About the Music

Imagine walking through the forest and coming upon a pack of vicious looking
snakes. They all make eye contact with you as they slowly creep towards your
feet. Just as you fear the worst, you hear the sound of a drum. As the snakes
start moving toward you faster, with great anticipation you hear more percussive
sounds. When your heart is ready to burst, the snakes start dancing.

The introduction through measure 20 should sound “from a distance”. The next
section should be played aggressively and bold - “the party has begun”!
While playing the melody, be careful to play quarter notes full value. From
measure 43-45, bring out eighth notes. From measure 47-49, make sure flutes
and clarinets back off a bit to allow the other lines to come through.
Encourage everyone to play lightly from measure 53-60.
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